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STEPHEN VALLENGER.
N the year 1581 Edmund Campian, a
Jesuit priest, and other Roman Catholics,
were arrested on a charge of advocating
the deposition of the Queen, or her re-
moval from the throne in an even more
summary manner.
Campian and his friends, Ralph Sherwin and Alexander
Bryan, were tried before the Court of Star Chamber, found
guilty of high treason, and condemned to be hanged, drawn,
and quartered; they were accordingly dragged through
the streets to Tyburn, and there executed.
One of the principal actors in this tragedy was a well-
known and popular writer, Anthony Munday, who, a
couple of years before these events, had delighted many
readers with a new edition of ' The Mirror for Magis-
trates,' under the title of c The Mirror of Mutabilitie,'
and had followed this up with several original writings.
Munday had now persuaded himself that it was a virtue
to play the spy upon the Roman Catholics, and after his
miserable tissue of evidence had helped to send Campian
and his friends to the gallows, he made no secret of it, but
gave the whole story to the world the year following their
execution.
The severity of the sentence roused great indignation
not only among Roman Catholics, but among many
moderate Protestants, and it found expression in certain
pamphlets, one printed in French, and the other in
English, but both at some secret press abroad, in which
attention was called to the weakness of the evidence
brought forward at the trial, and Munday was held up to











But the immediate effect of the condemnation and
execution of Campian was to kindle once more the fires
of hatred against the Roman Catholics. It took the form
of senseless persecution, not only of those professing that
faith, but of everyone who fell under suspicion of sym-
pathizing with its adherents. Thus, the two pamphlets
just mentioned were declared to be libels. Rigorous
search was made for the authors and printers of them, and
everyone found with a copy in his possession was seized
and thrown into prison. The spies of the Government
were everywhere. No man could trust his neighbour.
Amongst the victims of this persecution was the subject
of this paper, Stephen Vallenger. Who or what he was
is alike unknown, and in all probability the history of his
imprisonment in the Fleet would never have come down
to us but for a zealous scribe of the sixteenth century,
who set himself to record the doings of the Court of Star
Chamber during Elizabeth's reign, and whose papers are
resting among the Ayscough Manuscripts in the British
Museum (Ayscough MSS., 326, No. 7).
The story that he tells is brief and tragic enough.
Some one had informed against Vallenger for possessing a
copy of the English pamphlet written in defence of
Campian. He was accordingly arrested at his lodgings in
Southwark, and brought before the Star Chamber on a
charge of being the author of these ' libells.' The prosecu-
tion presumably brought forward the strongest evidence
it could get, and it amounted to this: that a manuscript
copy of the pamphlet was found in Vallenger's lodging,
which he owned was in his handwriting; that although he
denied the authorship, he refused to say from whom he
had received the book; and, further, that he was' a masteries
man, and a maker of Rymes and such vayne things.'
Not a word was said as to his having any connection
with Campian, or sympathy with his beliefs, and no
evidence was produced to prove that he was in league with
any conspirators, or knew by whom the pamphlet had been
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written. The mere faft of the copy having been found
in his possession was enough for the court, which declared
that, as he refused to say who was the author of the libel,
he must have written it himself. Accordingly he was
condemned to be confined during the Queen's pleasure; to
pay a fine of ,£200, which in money of the present day
would represent nearly ten times that sum; and, further,
to stand for a public example in the pillory at Westminster
one day, and in that at Cheapside another, and to lose
both his ears.
This barbarous sentence was duly executed; and as
Vallenger either could not or would not pay the fine im-
posed upon him, he was lodged in the Fleet prison as a
crown debtor. Here he lingered for ten years, his death
taking place within the prison walls in 1592, and among
the records of the Exchequer, preserved at the Record
Office in Fetter Lane, is an inventory of the goods and
chattels which he left behind him. This inventory is re-
markable from the large number of books that it contains,
showing that the prisoner was a scholar and a student;
and the interest which always attaches to such early lists
of books is heightened in the present instance by the
melancholy fate of their owner.
Stephen Vallenger's library consisted of upwards of one
hundred books, in Latin, Greek, English, French, Spanish
and Italian, the largest and most important divisions being
those in Latin and English. In many cases the size, place
of publication, and date of printing are given in the
inventory, and to all the books a price is affixed; but
whether this is a mere valuation, or the actual price for
which the copies were sold, there is no evidence to show.
In the Latin division theological works form the largest
class, including the Scriptures and commentaries upon them,
and books by Bonaventura, Chrysostom, Thomas Aquinas,
Thomas a Kempis, and Erasmus.
The classics include the works of Cicero, in three
volumes, printed by Froben of Basle in 1533 ; two edi-
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tions of the ' De Officiis,' one with annotations by
Erasmus; the • De Amicitia' in ' an old print'; the works
of Virgil and Ovid, and the comedies of Terence. Besides
these may be mentioned the ' Flores omnium do&orum et
philosophorum' of Thomas Palmer or Thomas Hiberni-
cus; the 'Zodiacus Vita;' of Marcellus Palingenius, a
work popular throughout Europe, nine editions being
printed on the Continent, and several English translations
having been issued before 1580 ; the ' Scholastica historia'
of Petrus Comestor; and, lastly, the c De Antiquitate
Cantabrigiensis Academias ' of John Caius, printed by Day
in 1570. The presence of this last work in Vallenger's
library seems to indicate that he had some special interest
in Cambridge; but his name does not appear in the
' Athenas Cantabrigienses,' and he may only have added it
to his shelves on account of its being a good piece of Latin
writing.
The English books in this inventory are especially in-
teresting, as they include some of the best work of the
sixteenth century. The first entry on the list is ' The
Garden of Pleasure,' written by J. Sandford, of which there
were editions in 1573 and 1576. The full title of this
book, which conveys at once its character, was ' The
Garden of Pleasure; Contayninge most pleasante Tales,
worthy deeds and witty sayings of Noble Princes and
learned Philosophers moralized . . . Done out of Italian
into English.' Next we have the 'Works ' of Thomas
Lupset, who was known as ' the flower of all learned men
of his time.' Barclay's ' Ship of Fools,' and the equally
famous and popular ' Mirror for Magistrates,' naturaljy
found a place on Vallenger's shelves, as did also the metrical
history of England, written by the poet William Warner
and entitled ' Albions England.' Side by side with these
were the * Golden Boke of Marcus Aurelius, Emperor of
Rome,' under which lofty pseudonym the Spanish writer,
Anthony de Guevara, disguised himself, and the same
«• author's ' Familiar Epistles.' Guevara was one of the most
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delightful writers of the sixteenth century. No less than
seven editions of this ' Golden Boke' were published in
England, before its popularity was eclipsed by other writers,
although no doubt much of its success was due to the fine
translations made of it by Lord Berners and Sir Thomas
North. The Italian poet Petrarch was represented by
Twyn's translation entitled ' Physicke against Fortune,' a
book that must often have soothed its unfortunate owner
when he felt inclined, as Jaques puts it, to 'rail at Lady
Fortune in good terms.' Another of his volumes that
Vallenger doubtless often turned to for solace was St.
Cyprian's 'Sermon of Mortality with the rules of a
Christian life by Picus Mirandula, translated by Sir Thomas
Elyot.' Let us hope that he found some help in them, for
few poor makers of ' Rymes and suche vayne things ' can
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